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In the land of the Five Elvers it was natural that artificial
irrigation should occupy a prominent place. This subject had
been brought to the notice of Government by Baird Smith, of
the corps of Engineers, a talented and accomplished officer,
whose elaborate report proved very suggestive. A new canal
was now undertaken, to be drawn from the river Eavi, near
the foot of the Himalayas, and to water the territory near
Amritsar and Lahore. This territory was the home of the
Sikh nation, and called by them the Manjha; it was esteemed
to be the most important part of the whole province. These
canal-works, under Lieutenant Dyas, of the corps of Engineers,
were designed in the best manner known to engineering science,
and executed in the finest style. Simultaneously the numerous
Native canals, chiefly styled inundation canals, were in many
parts of the province repaired improved or enlarged.

The Sikh Government had levied numerous taxes on trades,
manufactures, professions, and especially upon articles in
transit. Most of these imposts were remitted, and commerce
was set free by the abolition of the transit-duties. The old
salt-tax, levied on the salts excavated from the mines between
the Indus and the Jhelum, was brought under a reformed
management.

Education is one of the few subjects to which, according to
the principles of the present day, it might be thought that the
Board should have given earlier attention. Schools were indeed
established at some large places ; but as regards elementary in-
struction the proceedings did not go beyond the stage of enquiry.
Primary education had at that time hardly been introduced into
India; though some strenuous efforts on its behalf were being
made by Thomason in the North-western Provinces. But even
there an experiment on a limited scale only had been tried,
and its result was being awaited by the Panjab authorities before
making an attempt in the same direction. This circumstance
may serve as a landmark to indicate how fast the ideaa of
men have subsequently advanced in respect to thfl| education
of the people.

Side by side and pari passu with all these measures, whether